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Enough of the Disasters! Save Mankayan from Further Environmental Destruction!
We are very alarmed and concerned at the spate of ground subsidence and sinking events  in Poblacion, Mankayan, Benguet and the very dangerous situation the people of Mankayan are in. 
As of press time, our sources from our chapters in Mankayan have reported that ground subsidence and sinking is continuing in the community of Aurora, Poblacion Barangay, Mankayan, since the first ground subsidence last June 5,2009 at the height of the monsoon rains.  Initial data shows that around 10 families were directly affected. Around fifty people are helping in the evacuation and relocation in Mankayan, and 8 families have been relocated near the premises of St. Joseph Parish. Another 5-10 meters  have sunk in the main grounds of Mankayan National Highschool, in addition to the 50-meter land subsidence last June.  It is very sad to note that at the opening of classes, the teachers, students, and parents have to be in a situation like this. Where now would the children go? 
The long years of Lepanto Mining’s extractive corporate mining operations  and the building of mazes of tunnels underground have caused the subsidence and sinking in Mankayan as early as the 1980’s, while the worst cases of land subsidence took place in August 1998 where rows of houses, also in Aurora street, sunk by some  three meters due to land subsidence. The Mankayan Central School collapsed and was buried. In the same year, five houses, farms and parts of the Mankayan-Cervantes national highway were destroyed due to the sinking of some 14 hectares near the catchment basin of Lepanto’s mine tailings dam 5A. A villager was buried alive and was never found. In 1999, the entire 2-storey Mankayan Central School collapsed, with 50 houses directly affected   In 2000,  other sinking areas included Tubpak, Bulalacao and Sapid, while fissures yearly occur at the Mankayan-Cervantes Road.  In April 2009, a portion of the slaughter house in Brgy. Poblacion sunk after fissures gradually formed.   Presently, with climate change affecting our lives, the Tailings Dam 5A is again prone to collapse, as it did in 1998. 
Lepanto and the Mines and Geosciences Bureau have attributed these environmental calamities to naturally occurring events such as movements of fault lines  and even heaven’s will, but the indigenous communities know for a fact that it is the years  of underground bulk mining  that has caused the land subsidence and sinking, and these are only  hastened by  natural phenomena such as strong rains and typhoons. The communities around Lepanto’s operations are virtually and subsequently turning into a no-man’s land. The worst that could happen is for these places to be permanently wiped off the Cordillera map forever. Lepanto must be made accountable for  the series of sinking events in Mankayan, and the recent, arrogant act of secretly dumping its asbestos waste in Sapid from its Makati head office. More than just appearing to care to implement mitigation for further damages to the community of Aurora, it should rehabilitate and compensate for the permanent, irreparable damages it brought about Mankayan. 
We urgently appeal to local governments of Mankayan and Benguet, other sectors and government line agencies to act on this decisively, and ensure that further catastrophe will not befall Mankayan. No one is safe in Mankayan. Tonight, or the coming days, greater catastrophes may happen, with  nothing holding the hollow, dug-out mountains. 
The security of the people of Mankayan is an urgent concern. Immediate humanitarian aid and response is needed, and we appeal to all  individuals, organizations and sectors to help save Mankayan. # 
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