TTU-CPA Calls for People Power against Charter Change

The Con-Ass Resolution 1109 was successfully railroaded with the overwhelming number of administration representatives in Congress but the battle is only beginning.  The parliament of the street is gaining ground on the anti-Con Ass campaign.  The sentiments of the people revolving on utter disgust with the brazen display of arrogance by the administration representatives are being heard across the country.  A people power against Charter Change (Cha-Cha) is brewing.

Tongtongan Ti Umili-Cordillera Peoples Alliance (TTU-CPA) calls on all Filipinos to fight Charter Change towards a people power that will oust the scandal-ridden administration of GMA, the president who after consolidating the PALAKA (Partido Lakas-Kampi) party had given the blessing to railroad the Con-Ass resolution.  TTU-CPA shall join the June 10 nationally coordinated action against Charter Change.
We reiterate our position on Charter Change.  
Cha-Cha means a total sell-out of our national patrimony.  Its proponents are geared towards deleting the economic provision in the constitution providing for the 60% Filipino equity on corporations and associations.  Rep. Prospero Nograles Resolution No. 737 – a preceding and supporting resolution to 1109 allows “the acquisition by foreign corporations and associations and the transfer of conveyance thereto of alienable public lands and private lands.”  Clearly, Cha-Cha paves the way for the 100% foreign ownership of lands and resources in the country, further marginalizing Filipinos from utilizing these resources.  In the Cordillera, Cha-Cha would further displace the indigenous peoples from their lands as foreign corporations intensify the plunder of the remaining lands and resources of indigenous peoples.

Cha-Cha also means political repression as proposals in amending the Bill of Rights are included by its proponents.  One proposal is to add the word “responsible” to the freedom of speech and expression. But who will define what a responsible exercise of the freedom of speech is?  This is prone to many abuses by a naturally repressive state where legitimate dissent is being silenced.  With the many cases of extrajudicial killings, enforced disappearance, political persecution and other forms of human rights violations, the insertion of the term ‘responsible’ only worsens the situation.
Cha-Cha also means term extension.  While pro-administration representatives stated that the elections will push through, a no-elections scenario is still possible.  Once we open the constitution to Cha-Cha, everything would be possible.  Transitory provisions on the proposal to change the form of government can still be included.  These transitory provisions can include a cancellation of the 2010 elections until such time that the Cha-Cha is completed.    With the desperate attempt of GMA to cling on to power, Cha-Cha paves the way for her term extension beyond 2010.With the recent railroading of the Con-Ass resolution, it is terrifying to think of pro-administration representatives putting all what they want for a new constitution.  The arrogance of the administration and the abandonment of the people’s will would again be manifested in its entire process.  A Cha-Cha through Con-Ass is dreadful for the Filipino people. 
As we await the developments on the Cha-Cha issue we should not waver in our commitment to stand for the welfare of our country.  All patriotic Filipinos should denounce the railroading of the Con-Ass resolution.  We should let our voices be heard in the parliamentary of the streets, the real parliament of the people.  We should mass-up in numbers towards a new people power against Charter Change and against an administration who clings on to power despite massive mistrust and discontentment.

No to Cha-Cha!  Oust GMA!
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