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Residents call for immediate pull out of overstaying 50th IBPA troops in Mankayan 
“We demand the immediate pull out of the 50th IBPA.  They do not have any basis and reason to continue their presence in our community.  We did not ask for them to be here. The soldiers presence only confirms our suspicion that they are sent by the Lepanto Consolidate Mining Company to suppress our opposition with the expansion of the Crescent Drilling Company.”  This is the overwhelming call of the residents of Bulalacao, Mankayan, Benguet during their Barangay General Assembly held in their Barangay Hall on May 22, 2009. 
According to barangay officials, the 50th IB requested in a letter to them to be in the community from March 17-31 only. However, the soldiers remain for more than a month.

The general assembly was well attended by residents of Bulalacao. Also invited by the community and present were Mankayan Mayor Manalo Galuten, Atty. Grace Dalog of the Commission on Human Rights-Regional Office, Cordillera Peoples Alliance (CPA), Cordillera Human Rights Alliance (CHRA) and Lt. Rashid Avila, a certain Sgt. Macasiray and other unidentified troops of the 50th IBPA.
During the said assembly, the residents spoke and reported to the officials present various cases of violations and abuse done by the soldiers. The presence of soldiers in Bulalacao has sown fear and terror on the civilian populace. At the onset, they encamped at the Barangay Day Care Center in Bulalacao, and conducted survey/census in the area. One of the alarming content of the questionnaires is on what party list did they vote during the past elections and do they belong to any organization such as the CPA. On their conduct of the survey/census, elements of the 50th IBPA were in their full battle gear causing fear among the people. In several incidents, the 50th IBPA aggressively took videos and photos of their alleged suspected members and supporters of the CPA. Other human rights violations include interrogation, harassments, threat and intimidation. 
The 50th IBPA did not deny their taking of videos and photos of the residents. Instead, Sgt. Macasiray proudly admitted during the barangay assembly that the taking of video or photos of the residents is legal under the Human Security Act and such shall be used for the filing of future charges against under the said law. 
Also, for five times during the past weeks, the 50th IBPA conducted film showing in different areas, which maliciously labels, tags and demonizes progressive, legitimate and legal organizations and party lists specifically the Cordillera Peoples Alliance (CPA) and its allied organizations as sectoral fronts of the CPP-NPA-NDFP. In one brazen attack, elements of the 50th IBPA posted in Mankayan Poblacion “IBAGSAK ANG KILUSANG MAYO UNO, K-ILUSANG M-AGTATANGGAL SA U-NG TRABAHO” during the May 1 celebration of the International Labor Day. 
During the assembly, the 50th IBPA told the general assembly that their presence is part of their Community Outreach Program (COP). According to Sgt. Macasiray, the COP is part of their programs to bring the AFP near the hearts of the people by providing alleged socio-economic projects. 
The Commission on Human Rights-Cordillera also stated that the mere presence of the 50th IBPA in the area is militarization. Furthermore, it called for the 50th IBPA to vacate the Barangay Day Care Center where they are staying saying that there presence also endangers the civilians. 
It should be noted that during the onsite Congressional Inquiry done by the Committee on Human Rights of the House of Representatives last March 12-13, 2009, the Congress representatives reprimanded the AFP for their encampment within communities. 

The CPA and CHRA strongly support the people of Bulalacao in their demand for the immediate pull out of the 50th IBPA in their community. We truly believe that this is their right as community to determine their own interpretation of peace and security in their community. 

We challenge the 50th IBPA to heed the community’s call and immediately pull out from the area. 

We condemn the 50th IBPA for their violations of international humanitarian laws in their use of the barangay multipurpose for their detachment. This is unacceptable and endangers the civilian populace. 
Given the notorious human rights track record of the 50th IBPA at the tri-boundary of the Abra, Mt. Province and Ilocos Sur, we fear more human rights violations to be committed by its elements as long as it remains in Bulalacao, Mankayan. 
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